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if this entire body belonged to one religion, how the body
would feel regardless of the political party t hat t h e
President belongs to. If every one of us was a r e g i s t e r e d
R epubl i c an , w oul d t h i s r e s o lu t i o n e v e r have come up? Or if
every one o f u s wa s a Democrat , would iz have come up? But
it was an Independent that brought it up, a man who doesn' t
belong to either party. I think we' re all missing the
point . I t h i nk wh a t i t re a l l y i s comi n g d o wn to i s p o l i t i c s
and whether o r not t h e resolution was offered originally to
embarrass the President of the United States, I, for on e ,
would not offer a resolution to do that because I realize
how critical our situation is today internationally. Every
day is a critical situation anymore when we al l h ave t he
horror s o f nu c l e a r wa r h an g i n g o v e r us and most of us try
every day to forget that in a matter of seconds our own city
can be completely destroyed. I wish that we were all
uni t ed . I don ' t k now what i s re a l l y i n Pres i dent Reagan's
mind. I don't know if he was tricked by the Germans as
Senator Cha m bers has sp ok e n a b out and that he is really
being used k i nd o f as a pol i t i ca l pup p e t a nd he w a s n o t
informed at the time when he agreed to do this. I j u s t f ee l
that, myself, I have to say that I want to go on record as
saying that I don't want to embarrass the President and
whether he does it or not, goes to Bitburg, I don't think he
should feel any embarrassment over it. I think if there' s
any embarrassment, it has already come out in many of the
newspapers in this country who have criticized him for it
and who have u r ged him not to do it. I don't know if when
Reagan made the decision to do this.

. .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR HIGGINS: . . .he w as t h e same President that
campaigned for prayer in the schools. I really, truthfully
believe that Reagan was misinformed when he made t he
commitment, that perhaps l i ke many p r e s i d e n t s i n t he pas t ,
like Kennedy on the Bay of Pigs, I think Reagan probably had
poor adv i s e r s o r adv i ser s that didn't really realize all
t hat wa s g oi ng on . But I cannot turn my back t oday a f t e r
listening to the debate and say I didn't understand the
subject. I'm going to vote for the reconsideration of this
resolution and I'm doing it not to e mbarrass Presiden t
Reagan. He has made his commitment. I guess h e ha s t o d o
it. I d on't know how he would get out of it unless he ' d
suddenly get the flu or take a walk as some of u s d o a n d i n
t hi s c ase h e c an ' t . But I think it's important t hat we a s
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